


Eos ethos, a passion for design

New commercial office fit-out 
company Eos Interiors has 
opened a new showroom in 
the heart of Birmingham 
following a string of new 

contract wins.
Since its launch in 2010, Eos has gone 

from strength to strength with high 
profile contracts in London, Camberley, 
Solihull and Birmingham, including fit 
outs for Click Travel, Open Logic, Hoare 
Lee and Solihull Care Trust. 

Following this success, Eos Interiors has 
secured a new contract with Victim Sup-
port facilitating the launch of their new 
Midlands regional office in the landmark 
Alpha Tower Building in Birmingham, 
and has launched its own showroom in 
the heart of the Jewellery Quarter.

Managing director and co-founder, 
Peter Leach, said: “We wanted to create 
a real showcase of what can be done 
with office interiors. The new showroom 
enables visitors to see the very latest 
innovations, including technically ad-
vanced furniture from Herman Miller, 
Senator, Orange Box and Spacestor; 
and interesting uses of graphics and 
fabric wall treatments, and lighting, to 
create unique and bespoke working 
environments.

“We are passionate about fit out and 
furniture – and are passionate about 
Birmingham. A Birmingham city cen-
tre showroom has always been a prior-
ity for us and the prospect of being part 
of the ongoing development of the city is 
really exciting.”
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Eos’ office space showcases the latest in interior furniture and design

Local Cannock Chase MP, Aidan Bur-
ley, is just one regular driver on the M6 
Toll at Cannock who has noticed the 
Staffordshire skyline changing on 
virtually a daily basis. The reason is 
Opus Land’s 47,000 sq ft 
green development which 
rises out of the landscape at 
Kingswood Lakeside.

The office scheme, which 
has been designed and built 
for the UK’s leading recycling 
and waste management 
company, Veolia Environ-
mental Services, will be com-
pleted this summer and ac-
commodate 400 employees 
relocating from its existing 
sites in Wolverhampton and 
Walsall.

The BREEAM¹ ‘excellent’ 
rated building includes innovative en-
vironmental measures such as roof 
mounted solar panels for heating 
water, rainwater collection to support 
the sanitation system and light sen-
sors ensuring that lighting is activated 
only when the offices are occupied. 

Gareth Williams, Opus Development 
Director, said: “We are delighted to 
have progressed this scheme so rap-
idly from initial site acquisition at the 
beginning of last year, through the 
planning process and to our current 
advanced state of construction. We 
look forward to maintaining our effi-

cient schedule and delivering this land-
mark building in good time for its 
scheduled occupation.” 

Cannock Chase MP, Aidan Burley, 
welcomes the new development and 

added: “As a frequent commuter along 
the M6 Toll travelling from Westmin-
ster to my constituency, it is a hearten-
ing sight to see Opus Land’s develop-
ment for Veolia progressing so quickly 
and getting closer to completion each 
week. “Although many of the employ-
ees will be relocated from Veolia’s exist-
ing sites, I know there will also be new 
job opportunities created for local peo-
ple and I look forward to visiting the site 
in the near future to see the tremen-
dous work that is being carried out. I 
congratulate Opus Land for keeping to 
such an efficient schedule.”

Opus Land is the name behind Opus 
Axis, the region’s largest speculatively 
built distribution warehouse at Bur-
ton-on-Trent, Opus 9 – the Black Coun-
try’s largest industrial, regeneration 
site at junction 9 of M6, Opus 40 – 
Warwick’s flagship business park 
scheme and the 10-acre mixed use 
Omega Park development at Erding-
ton.

Opus Land is owned jointly by Rich-
ard Smith, Gareth Williams and Palm-
er Capital. Opus Land has been very 
active in the development and invest-
ment fields throughout the UK from its 
West-Midlands’ base. Successful de-
velopments have been concluded in 
Solihull, Birmingham, Warwick, 
Bradford, Walsall, Bristol and in other 
regional cities.

The company specialises in the office 
and industrial sectors and current-
ly has a commercial property portfo-
lio in excess of 3,000,000 sq ft with an 
end capital value exceeding £750 mil-
lion. 

Opus Land is a third owned by Palm-
er Capital. Palmer Capital is the UK’s 
only venture capital business special-
ising exclusively in the property mar-
ket. Palmer Capital also has an FSA 
regulated fund manager arm with 
substantial monies under manage-
ment and as a shareholder in Opus 
Land it provides the business with 
significant in-house funding power. 

Veolia – cleaning up 
the Cannock skyline

Veolia Environmental Services’ new office 
scheme as seen from the M6 Toll
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room in Moseley at the time. Eventu-
ally we came runners up.”

But probably the most important col-
laboration undertaken by the practice 
has been with artist David Patten. 

David trained as a painter at the Royal 
College of Art and went off to Paris be-
fore coming back to the Midlands which 
in his words had been something of a 
“wasteland for the arts”. 

He steadily got more involved in public 
art during the early renaissance of the 
city in the late 1980s and with projects 
like the Icon. “In 1989 I stopped making 
standalone art and started working 
with design teams and then about 10 
years ago I got a phone call from Larry 
who asked me to come and talk to him 
about Electric Wharf and I remember 
the first day we went to see it because it 
happened to be 9/11.”

Larry added: “We had a brief from our 
client Ian Harrabin who told us to go 
and have a look at this old power station 
in Coventry from 1836 and work up 
some ideas – the brief was very loose. 
What we were searching for was an art-
ful dimension. David looks at things 
differently to an architect when looking 
to make a place.”

One of the ideas was to incorporate old 

railway sleepers into the design to rep-
resent the old power station and he also 
discovered a sequence of numbers 
which identified how many people the 
power station supplied. “We ended up 
using these numbers, not on some kind 
of plaque, but put the numbers around 
the building – it gave us another layer. It 
is a simple process – as you find it let it 
lead the design process.”

Richard said: “The aim is to avoid an 
identikit. The project references itself 
again and again and becomes distilla-
tion of what that site’s about, each step 
informed by what’s on the site which 
ensures that you have something 
new.”

A couple of BPN’s current projects in-
clude the new Bloc Hotel on Caroline 
Street, a stone’s throw from their offices 
in Mary Street, and the Golden Square 
project, also in the Jewellery Quarter. 
And David’s work sits right at the heart 
of that project.

Richard said: “David’s research on the 
Jewellery Quarter looked at how the 
area grew up on the new resources from 
the New World. These new materials 
discovered en masse came into Jewel-
lery Quarter where industrious people 
were making metal objects but not jew-

ellery. However, the area is based on 
bunter sandstone that allowed for high 
quality smelting so the concept for the 
Golden Square is based on the golden 
bands aligned to geographical places.”

Larry added: “They were also the gold 
threads that were used for surgery, the 
Jewellery Quarter being an old actress 
on the world stage in need of a facelift. 
We just thought it was a great narra-
tive.”

Another high profile project for Bryant 
Priest Newman is transforming an old 
Royal Mail site in Sutton Coldfield which 
was the main staging post during World 
War II for all the post heading to the US 
troops in the European theatre – a 
project not without some controversy as 
the team freely admit. Richard said: 
“The building was successfully listed 
but because of its social history not its 
architecture – the listing itself says it 
has little merit. There are also issues 
like asbestos in the roof that have meant 
it has been very difficult for a solution to 
be found with the current building.” 
BPN’s plans for the site include building 
a new delivery centre but most impor-
tantly a heritage centre that will re-
member the key role of the old site and 
while there has been some opposition 

from a couple of historians from outside 
the area – who have also been involved 
in the process - those living in the vicin-
ity appear to be much more positive 
about the plans.

Richard said: “There has been lots of 
consultation and we did three days in 
the town hall in Sutton and I was even 
hugged by a granny. She had asked 
first, but was perfectly lucid. We talked 
her through the proposals and she was 
very right-minded about it and at the 
end she just asked if she could have a 
hug.”

While this may be on the more ex-
treme end of the kind of reaction they 
are looking for from their work, the 
team from BPN and David Patten are 
committed to delivering interesting, 
thoughtful and unique schemes in an 
urban landscape that they believe 
should be cherished and enhanced by 
their work.

“At the end of the day we are local guys 
and we think it is very important that the 
community has a bigger say in things,” 
said Larry. “Ultimately the biggest at-
tribute we have is trust – instead of a 
credit check, we get a reputation check.”

A test they appear to be passing with 
flying colours.

The team at Bryant Priest Newman
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Sherborne Lofts The Drum

33,952 sq ft (3,154 sq m)
Warehouse/ParcelDepot
ToLet

separate yard
for HGV or
car parking

24 HGV
parking
spaces

60 car
parking
spaces24 dock doors

3 miles to J6/M6

Birmingham
WestMidlands

B94PP

TO LET/MAY SELL INDUSTRIAL/WAREHOUSE

UNIT 10 | GRANADA TRADING ESTATE
OLDBURY |B69 4LH

15,000 - 111,718 sq.ft.
(1,393.5 - 10,378.9 sq.m.)

• J2 of the M5 approximately 1/4 mile
• 5.85m (19ft) eaves height
• Substantial 3 phase power supply
• Opportunity to create large secure yard

to the front


